
“This makes me want all my friends to know about God!”  

 The young woman sitting across the table from me exclaimed this after we discussed the Garden of Eden and 
what we have to look forward to in the new heaven and new earth. We had been reading the first few chapters in 
Genesis and placing it all in context of the rest of the Bible and finally our lives. 
Though raised in a church, Lucy* did not know much past John 3:16. It was incredible 
to be able to be there are she experienced multiple ‘light bulb moments’ while going 
through those first few chapters in Genesis. This was why I first began looking into 
full-time ministry. I had caught a glimpse of the burden and weight of hopelessness 
and the only true, lasting antidote is knowing our heavenly Father. There are so many 
in the world, in our very cities, who simply don’t know, and we wonder why they are 
flailing about. 

 Unfortunately, I didn’t get to meet with Lucy the following weeks. When you think 
of it, please keep her in your prayers. She is still trying to figure life out on her own. 
But I take comfort in knowing that she is searching and has caught glimpses of God’s 
goodness. I’m praying there will be other opportunities to share with her God’s great 
love and the hope she can have in Him.  

 These last few months have had a focus on helping others know God better. On the 
office/administrative work side of things, much of my energy has been spent preparing 
for day camps (& a week of sports camp!) this summer, so that those kids can have an 
opportunity to know their Lord and Savior.  

 Our women’s group has started the next quarter of the Gospel Project: God 
Delivers. As we near Easter, it is perfect timing to be studying Exodus. The passages 
are full of parallels to Jesus and His ultimate sacrifice on the cross.  

 The one-on-one discipleship has turned into a two (possibly three?)-on-one 
discipleship as others are expressing an interest in learning how to go deeper in our 
personal study in the Bible. We’ve been slowly making our way through Colossians. It’s 
been so fun to receive phone calls and texts saying, “I just listened to a sermon on 
Colossians! I was agreeing with everything he was saying, he was right on point!” The 
knowledge that you have the ability, through the Holy Spirit, to read the Scriptures, 
wrestle through the text, and understand it—it’s incredible. I can’t wait till these 
women are ready to start teaching other women!  

*name changed to protect privacy 
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 This past week, something I’ve been waiting almost a year for finally happened. We started small groups at 
Bridge of Hope! Small groups, where you meet in people’s home, don’t really happen in the urban core, and it’s a 
first for Bridge of Hope. There are six or seven small groups that will be starting up 
in KCK and KCMO over these next couple weeks. But this is not just any small 
group! We are going through New City Catechism. Put together by Tim Keller 
originally for his church (Redeemer, in NYC) and then released for general use in 
partnership with The Gospel Coalition. It’s free online (and as an app, specifically 
for iPads) at newcitycatechism.com if you’d like to check it out and maybe even go 
through it at the same time! Made up of 52 questions and answers, the catechism 
takes a year to go through. What makes these catechism a little different from the rest is that not only was it 
created for this age, with the current culture, errors and temptations in mind, this catechism also includes a 

commentary and prayer from past theologians (like John Calvin, St. Augustine, John 
Wesley) as well as a video from a current pastor (one on the council of the Gospel 
Coalition) that explains the relevancy of the question and answer and Bible verse to our 
lives.  

 What makes me particularly excited by the catechism is the opportunity to establish 
a robust foundation of what we believe and why. Like the young woman who was 
mentioned at the beginning, so many lack a firm grasp of how knowing who God is, 
how He saved us and what we are saved for affects our day to 
day life. As a result, when difficulties come, they are thrown 
into turmoil. This catechism provides a way to develop your 
theology and in a way that impacts how you live your life. I 
have three women in my group, and we just had a first 
meeting. Already the next day, I had one of the ladies call me. 
The first words out of her mouth were reciting the Bible verse 
we are memorizing. That evening another one of the women 
called me. She was listening to a sermon and it was over the 
same two verses we were memorizing! She also told me that 
she got several coworkers and even her supervisor involved! 
They were drilling her on the question and answer as well as 
the Bible verse. How exciting is that?! She got her work 
involved.  

 How would our lives look different if we actually believed and lived out this verse? 
“For none of us lives for ourselves alone, and none of us dies for ourselves alone. If we 
live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord. So whether we live or die, 
we belong to the Lord.’ Romans 14:7-8 (NIV)  

 If it’s not incredibly apparent already, I am so excited by these recent happenings. 
These small groups are easily reproducible, the goal is to have the participants begin 
their own study after completing it, and same for the discipleship sessions. Learning is 

infectious, and as we grow to know and love our God more, we can’t help but share it 
with others. Already catching glimpses of this, I am so anxiously looking forward to seeing what changes take place 
within Bridge of Hope and the community.  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DID YOU KNOW??? 
Over 85% of children in 
the Kansas City, Kansas 
Public School District 

qualify for free/reduced 
lunches

SARAH’S SCRIBBLES WINTER 2015-2016

Prayers & Praises  

• Praise & prayer for 
start of small groups 

• Prayer for Lucy, that 
she might realize 
that everything she’s 
looking for can be 
found in God 

• Praise for the 
growth in the 
discipleship group 

• Prayer for 
preparation for day 
camps & sports camp
—lots of moving 
pieces! 

• Praise that the 
surgery was 
successful & my 
sleep has improved!

http://newcitycatechism.com

